
Sunday, December 8, 1–5 pm



Holiday House tour 2013
Peek into the Magic of Newtown

Historic Staunton Foundation presents its 41st annual Holiday 
House Tour. HSF invites you to discover Staunton’s vibrant 
Newtown Historic District. Experience the magic of the 

neighborhood, walk the historic streets and peek into a selection of 
beautiful historic homes 
 Deeded to the City in 1787, Newtown developed around late 18th 
and early 19th century properties adjacent to the original downtown core. 
Rapid growth after the Civil War saw construction of folk Victorian workers 
homes and expression of merchant wealth through grand Victorian styles. 
A major influence of the neighborhood character, Newtown was home 
to educational institutions including the Wesleyan Female Institute and 
the Staunton Female Lutheran Seminary. Known in the 19th century as 
the Virginia Female Institute, Stuart Hall continues as a leading school in 
Virginia. As the neighborhood continued to flourish in the late 19th and 
early 20th century, houses styled in Italianate, Queen Anne and Colonial 
Revival filled developable lots creating the compact, diverse neighborhood 
existing today.
 A magical component of this neighborhood is the Newtown 
Neighborhood Association. Bringing together over 115 family 
households, the association facilitates social gatherings where neighbors 
share renovation advice and encourage participation in community 
planning. The rehabilitated homes you experience on the tour reflect 
Staunton’s push for sustainable redevelopment and adaptive reuse of its 
unique architectural infrastructure. By the 1980’s many of Newtown’s 
large homes were cut into apartments and some were abandoned. Due 
to a combination of neighborhood pride, the adoption of historic district 
zoning in 1996, and homeowner rehabilitation activity, City records 
indicate a property value increase of 864% within the 200 block of 
Fayette Street since 1985. Today’s neighborhood revitalization rhymes 
with the history of its dramatic growth in the 19th Century.
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SITES OPEN FOR TOUR
1. 4 North Madison Street *
2. 510 West Beverley Street
3. 115 Madison Place
4. 203 Fayette Street *
5. 208 Fayette Street
6. 222 Fayette Street

Tickets are available for purchase at the RR. Smith Center for History and Art 
located at 20 S. New Street as well as the select locations indicated (*) above .

Please note that entries to all sites have multiple steps with the exception of 
4 North Madison Street and 115 Madison Place.

Restrooms are available in the R.R. Smith Center for History and Art and across 
the street at the Staunton Visitors Center.

Parking is available in lots behind First Baptist Church at 406 W. Frederick Street. 
Additional on-street parking is available throughout Newtown.
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4 North Madison Street
Office of T. J. Collins & Son

Exhibit of Collins Architectural Drawings

Sam Collins designed this small masonry building in 1947 to house the 
family firm’s architectural office. After Sam’s death in 1953, T. J. Collins’ 
grandson, Joseph Johnson, ran the firm from here until 
his recent retirement. Current owner Rick Chittum 
purchased the building several years ago and has been 
renovating it for future use.
 The simple one-story vernacular structure features a 
gable roof and a small gabled entry door. To imitate the 
look of a stone cottage, the architect specified the use of 
cinderblock of several sizes and varying colors; the rear 
wall and half of the south wall are ordinary cinderblock. 
The metal casement windows were often used in the 
1930s and ‘40s for their low-maintenance and longevity. 
The floor plan separates the front rooms – reception, office 
and library – from the large, open drafting room in the rear, and back rooms 
for files and blueprinting. Only the front rooms will be open for the tour.
 Thomas Jasper Collins (1844-1925) came to Staunton from 
Washington, DC in 1890 as a draftsman for the Staunton Development 
Company, which went out of business the next year. He teamed up 
with another SDC draftsman, Mr. Hackett, briefly working as Collins & 
Hackett until Hackett moved to Roanoke and Collins opened his own 
firm. His son William soon joined his father and the firm was named T. J. 
Collins & Son; another son Samuel joined them in 1906. T. J. suffered a 
stroke in 1911, and Sam took over as principal designer. Truly a family 
enterprise, T. J. Collins & Son was responsible for designing hundreds of 
structures in Staunton and other cities in Virginia and West Virginia. As 
a testament to the family’s 
commitment to Staunton, Mr. 
Johnson donated all of the 
firm’s project files to Historic 
Staunton Foundation in 1997.
 Notable Collins projects 
in Newtown are: Emmanuel 
Episcopal Church, Stonewall 
Jackson School, and the walls 
and gatehouse of Thornrose 
Cemetery.
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510 West Beverley Street

510 West Beverley is another of Newtown’s vernacular structures. The house 
has a low hip roof, wide frieze board, and segmental arch widow openings 
with ornamented lintels. The full width front porch situated above street level 
includes four Tuscan columns resting on tall brick bases. Here we see the 
transition in Staunton from Victorian to the Colonial Revival influences.
 Built in 1905 on the site of an earlier 19th century dwelling, this was 
the home of Lillian Redifer, who lived there until 1993. The sturdy brick 
structure including hand-hewn joists from a local log cabin became the 
creative project of Joey Miska and his partner, Marc Borzelleca. In 2005, 
they completely renovated and updated the dwelling following its use as a 
warehouse for Miska’s collection of antiques.
 The complete and thorough renovation took 15 months. Over 13 tons 
of lath and plaster, old wiring, ancient plumbing, rotted wood and one huge 
boiler were removed to modernize the house’s systems and reconfigure 
the floor plan to suit Miska and Borzelleca’s needs. Borzelleca’s brother, 
Paul, owner of Modern Boy Woodshop, created custom cherry cabinetry 
for the revitalized kitchen as well as design pieces for the dining room and 
bathroom. Spanish marble was utilized in the bathrooms and luxurious 
steam shower. Original molding was removed, hand stripped and retrofitted. 
Stripping layers of linoleum revealed original flooring that has been gently 
restored. The front door, painted to represent the colors used throughout 
the house, still retains the original nameplate with Lillian Redifer’s name in 
honor of her 90 years of residency.
 This joyful home, decorated in a maximalist interior style, exudes the 
energy and interests of the current owners. Always daring, the eclectic 
collection of antiques and contemporary art reflect the owners’ keen 
instinct for good things during their extensive travels. This is a home 
that comfortably integrates imported carpets from Turkey, India and Iran, 
Warhol silkscreens, 19th C portraits, exotic abalone-inlaid cabinetry, 18th 

C. furniture including a 
gentleman’s cabinet, native 
American baskets, antique 
silver, African ebony 
sculpture and French display 
case filled with antique 
miniatures from around the 
world, and regional artwork. 
Miska’s four Emmys he was 
awarded for his work in 
television are also on display. 
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115 Madison Place.

Built around 1906, Paula Rau’s Queen Anne style house features 
a distinctive central hip and cross gable roof, a mixture of classical 
details, playful textures of rope moldings and diamond shingles, and a 
wraparound front porch with spindle posts and balustrade. The house 
became an upstairs/downstairs duplex rental in the mid 1900s and in 
2010 was completely restored by the present owner, Paula Rau, with the 
architectural advice of Frazier Associates.
 Spacious parlors, a large kitchen area, and views of downtown 
inspired the design process. Most of the original wood trim, the 
decorative mantels, and the handsome turned-balustrade staircase remain 
intact. Where a piece was missing or additions made, the original was 
copied by the contractor, John Workman, who also created the arch 
entering the kitchen to match the existing arch separating the foyer 
and central hall. The floors are the original heart-pine. The bright, airy 
kitchen affords a fresh counterpoint to the more traditional rooms at the 
front of the house. The walnut cabinets with Nelson County soapstone 
countertops, book shelves, and dining room table were all crafted by Paul 
Borzelleca from a single walnut tree cut on Ms. Rau’s farm near Stuarts 
Draft. The folded table serves both as the owner’s desk and as a dining 
room table when needed. The kitchen features a painted antique bank of 
drawers that came out of Ms. Rau’s 
grandfather’s turn of the century 
drug store. Ms. Rau, a retired 
professor of art history, captures 
the eclectic tastes of the house 
itself with her varied collection of 
paintings mostly by artists with 
connections to the local area.
 Upstairs, one of the original 
rooms was converted into a closet 
and laundry room and the leftover 
footage was added to the master 
bedroom. What had been the 
kitchen of the upstairs apartment 
became a master bath with fossil 
seagrass limestone tile. The master 
bedroom features a dental cabinet 
from the clinic where the owner’s 
father practiced dentistry. The third floor utilizes a previously unfinished 
attic space to create a private studio and exercise space accessed from the 
master suite.
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203 Fayette Street

Built between 1870 and 1877, this two story, three bay brick residence 
retains its grand historic character with its hip and central gable roof, 
massive corbelled brick chimney, and Italianate style architectural 
features. Highlighting the porch entry is a large pediment with sunburst 
design worked in wood.
 Dr. and Mrs Dennis Kivlighan, Jr., have been restoring this 140-year-
old residence for the past five years seeking to maintain the historical 
integrity of the house while reconfiguring the space to meet the needs 
of today’s living. With well-designed space for living, visiting and 
recreating, it is their hope that this home will continue to be a family 
gathering place for the next 140 years. Walter Wittmann of Helvetica 
Designs fully restored the massive moldings on the first floor and Eddie 
Stone has begun the arduous task of restoring the luster to the original 
heart pine floors. The living room achieves casual elegance and features 
a grandfather clock built in the 1700s. Original coal burning fireplace and 
insert and summer cover remain. The large formal dining room includes a 
family walnut corner cupboard and Virginia Hunt Board. The kitchen (the 
favorite gathering space for the family) was designed and built by Joe 
Carter and accommodates a wood burning fireplace, oversized island, and 
Italian stove. The handcrafted cabinetry combines formal and informal 
living. In the master suite the owners designed an oasis on the first 
floor for their private living. The master bedroom was once the dining 
room and the walk-in closet a butler pantry. Using the original plumbing 
design, they were able to create a combination laundry and master bath.
 The second floor includes a library, powder room, walk-in closet, full 
bath, and three bedrooms. The basement has been partially refinished 
with original tub and pedestal sink in the full bath and a wet bar leading 
into the gardens. At the rear of the house is a three story porch and a 
large tower added around 1900. The porch overlooks a playful garden 

and a five car garage. 
Built between 1914 and 
1921, the arrangement of 
multiple auto stalls with 
accordion doors, brick and 
concrete walls, and shed 
roof are found throughout 
Staunton’s historic districts 
to accommodate the advent 
of a major change in 
transportation.



208 Fayette Street

Built in 1870 as part of The Staunton Female Seminary, this two story 
three bay, brick residence is designed in the Italianate style typical 
of a number of houses in the Newtown Historic District. Centered on 
the façade is a second floor Palladian window. Below, sidelights and 
a transom frame the paneled entry door. Raised above the exposed 
basement is a full width front porch and beautiful entry stair that were 
added at a later date. The interior design of rooms, each entered from a 
central hallway and having its own fireplace, suggests that the building 
originally served as either classrooms or a dormitory. For a number of 
years the building was divided into apartments and was only recently 
returned to single family use. A full historical description of the property 
is provided in Dr. Katharine Brown’s book Staunton’s Newtown.
 In 2012, Rebecca and Pack Fancher moved into this restored single 
family residence and immediately transformed it into a home that centers 
on furnishings and traditions important to their family. The dining room 
table, china cabinet, and buffet were wedding gifts to a grandmother 
married in 1918. The art collection features artists who are personal 
favorites of the Fanchers. There are several pieces painted by Jason 
Saunders who is well known for his varied landscapes. A prized piece 
was painted by their son who won first place in Tennessee and second 
place in the national art competition when he was only seventeen years 
old. Because Christmas is for their family a particularly important season, 
the house features over thirty nativities and multiple trees, each having 
a different theme. There is a Bethlehem tree in the den representing 
the birth of Jesus, a slim line tree in the dining room decorated with 
chrismons and crystals from chandeliers original to the house, a 
living room tree decorated with their collection of glass ornaments, 
and a children’s tree, among others. One of the family holiday 
traditions is for guests to 
autograph ornaments, 
and all doorways are then 
decorated with live garlands 
from which hang the 
autographed ornaments. 
Needless to say, this is truly 
a Christmas house on tour!
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222 Fayette Street

This bright and inviting house built around 1898 in the Newtown Historic 
District is a two story, two bay, frame Vernacular house with a hip and 
gable roof. The house was enlarged between 1904 and 1909 with a rear 
one and one half story shed roof addition.
 The vernacular description refers to local architecture developed 
following traditions of carpenters, popular trends, and homeowners’ tastes. 
Gingerbread textures begin at the roof with carefully preserved stamped tin 
shingles. Decorative Victorian elements such as the bracketed eaves and 
a shingled gable grace the façade while brackets lightly connect the porch 
roof to the squared porch posts. The balustrade is a playful design made of 
pattern cut wood pickets stretching between the posts.
 Significant interior historic details including original woodwork and 
moldings, pocket doors, heart pine floors and hardware are preserved. 

The large living room has 
pocket doors, a fireplace, and 
period “jib-doors” below the 
windows which open to allow 
passage to the front porch. 
The dining room has a bay 
window and attractive new 
lighting. The eat-in kitchen 
features new cabinets with 
Corian counters, modern 
appliances, and a table 
handmade by Steve Owen, 
the owner, with help from 
Paul Borzelleca of Modern 
Boy Wood Shop. The two 
full bathrooms have been 
completely renovated with 
ceramic floors and stained 

glass windows. Three large bedrooms, each with generous size closets are 
on the second floor.
 The owner developed the landscaping plan and actually carried out 
the work on the back yard himself, including laying the stone patio which 
he completed in 2007. Like its neighbors on Fayette Street, the house 
commands views to the east of twin hills, Betsy Bell and Mary Gray, as 
well as distant views of the Blue Ridge Mountains.
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HISTORIC STAUNTON FOUNDATION 
GREATly APPRECIATES THE GENEROUS SUPPORT

OF THE FOllOWING:

2013 COMMUNITy CONNECTIONS SPONSORS

Diamond level
Barbara Hunter Grant
Proteus Foundation

Platinum level
Mr. and Mrs. Henley Carter

Bob and Barbara Cox
Mark and Kathy Eastham

Jane and Jake Ford
Buckley and Virginia Gillock

Dr. and Mrs. Stevan T. Hanna
Jon and Kathy Jencks

Kjellstrom & Lee
Dr. and Mrs. Dennis G. Nielson

Dr. Paula O. Rau
StellarOne Bank

Travis and Dorothy Tysinger
Wick and Betty Vellines

Gold level
Judy Armstrong, Referral Realty

Dave and Patty Arnold
Bankers Insurance, LLC
Holly and Charlie Bailey

Ed and Yara Brown
Carded Graphics, LLC

Dr. and Mrs. Richard L.M. Coleman
Ray and Pam Robbins Cubbage

EHC Properties, LLC
Elmore, Hupp & Company, P.L.C.

Pamela Fox and Dan Layman
Frazier Associates

Dixie and John Gainer
Alan and Kathy Garrison
Herb and Sue Godschalk

Carter Green
H&R Contractors, Inc.

Home Instead Senior Care
James River Equipment

The Legacy at North Augusta
Jason and Whitney Levin

Lisa and William May
Ann D. McPherson

Robin Miller and Dan Gecker
ModernBoy Woodshop

Mr. & Mrs. P. William Moore III
Cheri and Phil Moran

Jennifer White Pilgreen
Shenandoah Water Corporation
Roller and Jerry Lynn Shipplett

James R. Schnitzhofer, P.E.
Beth and Prewitt Scripps
Brett and Kim Snyder &
South River Irrigation

Mary and Wayt Timberlake
Timberlake, Smith, Thomas & Moses

Nancy Street Williams
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Silver level 

And Special Thanks to:
Tour Site Owners

Marc Borzelleca and Joey Miska
Rick Chittum

Rebecca and Pack Fancher
Dennis and Mary Sue Kivlighan

Steve and Shelby Owen
Paula Rau

Preview Party Hosts
Nancy Gregory Beebe

Photography
Prewitt Scripps

Research and Editorial Assistance
Bob Cox and Liz McCue

Holiday House Tour Committee
Betty Vellines and Linda Hanna, tour co-chairs

Holly Bailey and Virginia Gillock, preview party co-chairs

Collins Exhibit Committee

Decorators for the Tour

Hosts and Hostesses

Parking
First Baptist Church

Dr. Nancy Armstrong
Augusta Paint & Decorating

Mark and Sugie Battin
Marc Borzelleca

Burgess Plumbing, Inc.
Chittum Christmas Tree Farm

Mrs. George Cochran
Court Square Title Agency, LLC

Dave Brooks Electric, Inc.
The Depot Grille
DiFlorio Catering

First Bank and Trust Company
Frederick Street Cafe

Karen and John Hudson
Jim and Pam Huggins

Dr. Sara N. James
Jim and Joan Kivlighan

Lovegrove Construction, Inc.

Lowe’s Home Improvement
MidValley Electric
MidValley Press

Bill and Lisa Moore
Mt. Airy Wineworks, 

Ted Jordan and Dana Flanders
Angel and Beth Negron

The News Leader
Premier Properties of Virginia

Edward Pickett
Riddleberger Brothers, Inc.

Shutter Up
Billy Sowers

V-K Properties
Vailes Home Improvement Services

Vellines, Glick and Whitesell
Virginia Eagle Distributors
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Thank you for joining us!
Proceeds from the Tour support the ongoing community effort to preserve 

Staunton’s historic architecture and revitalization. For forty-two years, Historic 
Staunton Foundation’s heritage education, building rehabilitation assistance, 

and preservation advocacy have fostered investment in our community’s 
vital historic resources. Visit our website www.historicstaunton.org for further 

information about Historic Staunton Foundation.

Become a Member
Get involved! Join us Today!

Give the Gift of an HSF Membership 
this Holiday Season!

By joining HSF, you will help to save and maintain the beauty and integrity 
of Staunton’s unique architectural treasures, now and for future generations. 

Visit our website for further information about Membership.

Save the Dates!
HSF Annual Meeting
Sunday, January 26, 2014

HSF’s 4th Annual Winter Wine Festival
Saturday, February 22, 2014

Noon until 6:00 pm
Stonewall Jackson Hotel & Conference Center

www.historicstaunton.org

h i s t o r i c
s t a u n t o n
foundation



7 South New St., Downtown Staunton   885. 4755   gocranberrys.com 

“Eat well. Feel GREAT.” Especially for the holidays.

Foodstuffs, gift cards, catering & stocking stuffers
for an extra-special holiday. Free gift wrap, too!



Since 1844, Stuart Hall School has nurtured the whole child —  
mind, body, heart, and spirit. 

Our curriculum—a curriculum of academic challenge, individual 
support, exuberant learning, and freedom for self-discovery
—sends 100% of our students to college to pursue their dreams. 

stuarthallschool.org        PreK-12,  Co-ed,  College Prep
    Boarding in grades 8-12

$2.7 
more than

million
in college scholarships

Stuart Hall seniors earned more than $2.7 million 
last year in college scholarships.

Invest in your child’s future.                             

w Arts Emphasis in visual arts, music, & theatre
w Science & Math Emphasis for pre-engineering/pre-med/math
w Competitve Athletic Program (K-12)
w Bus Service Available            w Financial Aid

Contact 540-213-7743 / admissions@stuart-hall.org to �nd 
out how a Stuart Hall education can bene�t your child.



MARGARET MCELROY INTERIOR DESIGN

HOME FURNISHINGS AND ACCESSORIES
MARGARET MCELROY, DESIGNER

134 East Beverley Street, Staunton
Monday-Saturday 10-5
540-886-2480 804-357-0911 cell

Old Chelsea 
Fine Art Gallery

19th Century English Paintings 
and Works of Art

10 S. New Street ~ Historic Downtown Staunton
540 885 3155 ~ www.oldchelseagallery.com

art@oldchelseagallery.com

 

Staging that Sells 



the split banana co.

7 w beverley street
thesplitbanana@gmail.com
886.492.3668
thesplitbanana.com

Staunton Augusta Art Center presents

Si iop ArtFor Gifts
Nov. 16–Dec. 31

70 Virginia artists and artisans

10 a.m.–6 p.m. Mon.–Sat.
1–4 p.m. Sun.

Conveniently located in the 
R. R. Smith Center for History & Art

20 S. New Street
across from the Visitor Center parking garage 

in historic downtown Staunton
 

540-885-2028
www.saartcenter.org

Sponsored by Janet Doerr 
and Renée Staton, Steve Grande



Staunton’s place to go for
artisan breads and pastries

960 W. BEVERLEY STREET
540.885.3799

newtownbaking.com
newtownbaking@hotmail.com



Books and reCords 
Bought and sold

1 e. Beverley street

INSIDE NEWTOWN
Antiques, Linens,

Consignments
and Fabric

u
132 W. Beverley Street

u
540.255.3311

Ed Miska

Wine Store & Bar
Gourmet Shop
540.885.BARK (2275)

9 East Beverley St.
Downtown Staunton

reese@barkingdogwine.com | www.barkingdogwine.com



40% MORE COVERAGE than ALL other Mediums COMBINED
#2 Rated Format in the entire US!

Exclusive Valley Home of the UVA Cavaliers

Only LOCALLY OWNED Broadcast Medium by Gary Ratcliff

Areas ONLY Full Time Sports Radio 
on the World’s #1 Sports Network

Home of the VIRGINIA TECH HOKIES

Local HIGH SCHOOL Sports

Locally Owned means more LOCAL SUPPORT 
of Charities including the 48 Year Old 

“Children’s Christmas Party”



FABRIC CREATIONS by Lynn Ellis
ALTERATIONS and CUSTOM SEWING

Serving the Valley with over 30 years of experience
Specializing in Bridal gowns, Bridesmaids & etc.

405 W. Beverley Street
Staunton, Virginia 24401

540-213-2400
Fax 540-541-4760



For hours, visit our website: OxEyeVineyards.com
44 Middlebrook Avenue • Staunton, VA 24401 • (540) 849-7926

COME VISIT OUR 
TASTING ROOM

IN THE HISTORIC 
WHARF DISTRICT. 

Shenandoah Valley Estate Wines

Enjoy a glass of wine while relaxing on 
our patio or viewing our upstairs art gallery.

Enjoy a glass of wine while relaxing on 
our patio or viewing our upstairs art gallery.





$38pp (adult)

$19 pp (children, aged 5-12)

Complimentary (4 and under)
Does not include tax or gratuity

For more information visit our website 
www.stonewalljacksonhotel.com

WITH A LAVISH BRUNCH

CELEBRATE CHRISTMAS

Christmas Day, 2013 we’re hosting our annual 
Christmas Brunch decked with all the trimmings.

Salads, seafood station, delicious entrees to tempt any 
palate, a carving station and loads of scrumptious desserts.



Mary Hadley Pottery  •  Caspari Bridge
Cards  •  Caspari Paper Products

Caspari Wrapping Paper  •  Stationery by the Pound
Lamps  •  Gourmet Section

Girfts – all price ranges  •  Crane Stationery
Thymes Limited  •  Byers Choice Carolers

EMPORIUMTh
e EMPORIUMTh
e

101 East Beverley Street d Staunton, VA 24401
540.885.1673

www.emporium-gifts.com
info@emporium-gifts.com
Open 9:30am to 5:30pm

Open 1:00pm to 4:00pm on Sundays

p


